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ITH the beginning of this week, society will be up
and doing, and doing with a will., It will dine, lunch,
and dance from tomorrow until the last thing on Sat-
urday night. The debutant teas and luncheons have
been the prologue, and the entertainments at . the

White House mark the opening of the real play. Mrs. Roosevelt will be-

oin her season with a tea on Wednesday afternoon at 5 o'clock to the
.
Diplomatic Corps, and this will be followed by the first Cabinet dinner

to take place on Thursday e vening.. After that the season is on iu ear-

nest.
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The past week memorable one for debutantes. There have

been as many as three teas in one day and as many luncheons, pre-
senting these buds to society, and a notable group they are, for beauty
and grace. The debutante teas this season have been the most elabor-
ate ones in the soeial histor, 1 Washington, The arrangements and
appointments of most of them have vied with those of the most im-
portant weddings. Orchids, which have hitherto been a rarity and a
luxury, have been as plentifully used at these functions as roses have
been other seasons, which, although a small thing, is a plain indica-
tion of the advancement and progress of the age.

Fhe gowns have kept pace with the decorations, and the outfit of

a debut: + of the season of 1906-T eclipses the trousseau of many a
bride of social nportance. Chiffons, embroidered crepes, orchids, rare
lace plendid f ull contribute to make up the bud's belongings for
her coming-ont s on

The only muagnificence which they leave to their mamas exclusive-
ly is the jewels, I'hey have not yet .lp]w:n‘mi with diamonds or other

precious stones, vt on their fingers, which is good taste, for which

they are to be
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e opening of Congress brought renewed vigor to the belles and

beaux, and even the streets have taken on an air of industry such as
the have t ) Wi e Easter Vith the return of the offi-
cial world to t 1 homes. the greatest interest is shown in

cd Cabinet cirele. There will be but

the hostesse of the reconstri

the Cabinet, therefore three new hostesses, a

the others wil. play a little game of “pussy-wants-a-corner” with the

various portfolio Only one «f the hostesses is an entire stranger in
Wasl ot ociety I'his is Mrs. Osear S. Straus, of New York, whose
husband will become the new Secretary of Commerce and Labor, on

the moving up in the line of Mr. Cortelyou, the present Postmaster Gen-

eral. Mrs, Straus has been a guest in Washington many times, but
not at any time for a prolonged season. I'hese visits were made for
most pa luring tl econd administration of Presi Cleveland
Fhey v m the new house of ex-Senator and Mrs. J. B. Henderson,

upper Sixteent] treet, their Washington residence his is one of
1l Mos i € fashionable Washington. It iz a ve:x
tab pink palac « 1 It: n Kenaissance sty le, and finished on the
nterior i 1 1er ite keeping with its delicate and fanciful ex-
1erid

It is wel it e for entertaining, and will doubtless become one
of the social centers after the installment of the new Secretary and
Mrs. Strau Ther re no children in the family, but the Strauses
are ery popular, and, possesed of many friends, will not often be

wrfield, whose husband will be the sucecessor of Mr.
v of the Interior, has been identified with offieial
ww some yvears. She has scores of friends and admir-
of the popular young hostesses of her circle,
fore her marriage, Miss Helen Newell, an accom
wmny graces. Their home is on LeRoy place, on Kal-

zvous for a circle of interesting and

Mrs. George vi I.. Mever made the acquaintanes of most all official
diplomatic wiety last spring, when she, with her daughters, spent
three months in the rented house of the counselor of the British Em-
bassy and Lady F'ownley, the home of the Morgan-Hills, who were
abroad. Mrs, Meyer and her daughters were much liked. They are all
skilled in the ways of polite society, as they are members of a fash-
ionable circle in Boston, and have for some years been upholding
the sociul dignity of the American Embassies in Italy, and more recent-
in Russia, where the voung daughters were In'vu-:z!wi 1o society,

ust as the danghter of the Secretary of the Interior and Mrs. Hitch-

t k ere o ng his me a Ambassador to St. l’vh'l‘*:,-'s\rg‘.
Mrs. Mever 1S f Miss Alice Appleton, and her daughters
ul the Al ’ I \ Alice, and their only son is George Meyer.
+ »
The p nnel of the President’s military and naval aides and
stant es i lways o of the matters of great moment to both
m re imn ton society They are generally d
Tt e v r o some longer, according to their length
f service in Washington at the Barracks, Navy Yard, or in the depart-
ments Fhere an unwritten law that they must be unmarried, ex-
cept for the P'resident’s military mide and his naval aide, who have as
rule be« narried men and more experienced in society and in the
Yservice heir yo rer associates
l'!lin year there are three new ones to add interest in the }m;mv
ng little group of officer who attend the comforts and needs of the
guests at the various White Housé funections, Col. Charles Sumner
Bromwell remains the President’s milifary aide, and Lieut. Commander
\lbert L. Key remains his naval aide There are three new assistant
ides, in Lieut. Douglas MacArthur, U. S. A.; Lieut. C. R. Train, U, S,
\N., and ign S N. The other assistant aides are
le as N Cs Arthur E. Harding, 1 S. M.
{ Capt. Fr k R Lient. Chauncey Shackford, U. S. N.;

h Lee, 1 - T | ind Lieut. Philip Sheridan, U. S. A,
Fhe duties of these young officers are purely socinl,
* ® 2
'he Vice President and Mrs., Fairbanks will start their entertain-
ing next Saturday evening with the dinner which they will have for

the President and Mrs, Roosevelt. Other dinner invitations have been

sent out b for December 18 and 22,

The oth I’ lential dinners will come as follows: The Secre-
tary of State and Mrs. Root, December 20; the Secretary of the Treas-
ury Mr January 8; the Secretary of War and Mrs. Taft,

15, and so on each week until each member of the Cabinet has

entertained

the Chief Executive and his wife in the order of their pre-
cedence, with the exception of the present Postmaster General and
Mrs. Cortelyou, who are in mourning and will, therefore, not have
their dinper until the spring season.
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Miss Helen Cannon, daughter of the Speaker of the House of Rep-

resentatives, has not announced any tes, for she has been superin-

tending the aking of her home presentable for the winter season

since her retuarn

m her Western home, and has done little going out
exeept for the important concerts,

Miss Helen Cannon is a devotee of old books, and she is alwavs
looking through antique stores for rare specimens. She finds much

amusement in annotations in such old volumes and sometimes a touch

of pathos. In a v

um-bound book of early English poets she recently

found in 1

pocket for notes, which those ancient books always con-
tain, a diary of the former owners, They were from the Palmetto State,

had been brought from England by an ancestor. Locks

bearing a child's name and a date a century distant,

wWere among the treasures.
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| Oriental Rug Importing Co.,
| 1510 H STREET N. W.
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ets. All selected by experts.
We invite your inspection.
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MRS. GEORGE VON L. MEYER,
the Newly Appointed Postmaster General.
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Dressing Stands,
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Old Prints,
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Low Boys, Horse Racing,

Leaf Tables,
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